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MEDIA STATEMENT

RAND WATER REJECTS GAUTENG DA CALL FOR ITS CHIEF EXECUTIVE TO RESIGN

Rand Water has noted the Gauteng Democratic Alliance’s (DA) call for its Chief Executive to
resign. The petition is noted with dismay and astonishment. Rand Water finds this call misplaced
and unwarranted precisely because the organisation has been at pains to contextualise and
explain the current water challenges in its area of operation. Our efforts have even gone as far as
engaging the Gauteng DA, led by Solly Msimanga, at our offices in April 2022. Rand Water is
therefore completely baffled by the DA’s posture singling out and invariably targeting Rand Water

and its Chief Executive.

Rand Water is a water trading entity (Water Services Provider) that supplies Bulk Water mainly to 18
municipalities through a network of 3 500km of large diameter pipelines and 59 strategically located
service reservoirs. Ve are currently supplying an average of 4717 M¥/d to our customers (17 million
consumers) and have the maximum supply capacity of 5 150M#&d in our area operations. Rand
Water's capacity is also in line with its abstraction license issued by the Department of Water and
Sanitation. It is worth noting that Rand Water is currently over-abstracting and producing water well
above its permitted abstraction limit. This over abstraction is necessitated by the high demand

fromMunicipalities.

Rand Water in terms of its legislative mandate is limited to the supply of water in large quantities
to municipalities and therefore is not a water services authority. Rand Water does not distribute
water to individual households which is the legislative mandate of water services authorities
(municipalities). Notwithstanding the above, Rand Water works closely with municipalities to

ensure seamless water supply in the value chain. To single out and apportion every water outage
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on Rand Water demonstrates an unexplained ignorance of the water supply value chain by the

political party.

To ensure continuous water supply to its customers, Rand Water plans for the refurbishment and
augmentation of infrastructure. The planning document — Infrastructure Development Planning —
is a 20-year plan and gets to be reviewed annually, considers the ability of infrastructure to meet
the adopted demand projection for the medium-to-long term future demands. The demand
projection combines customer-based information, RW historical information and demographic
information. This permits identification of augmentation projects, as well as the required size and

completion date.

To complement its current reservoir fleet, Rand Water has in February this year launched a new
post-tensioned Two hundred and Ten Million Litres (210 ME) concrete reservoir in Vlakfontein.
This reservoir is the largest post-tensioned reservoir in the continent and augments storage
capacity in the Mapleton System. The Mapleton system, supplying Tshwane and Ekurhuleni
primarily, receives water from the Zuikerbosch purification and pumping station via two pipes,
which are both 2,100mm in diameter and distributes potable water into various municipalities via
two outgeing pipelines which are also 2,100mm in diameter. This project also entails associated

inlet works, outlet chambers and scour chambers including construction of Four (4) pipe jacks.

Furthermore, as part of our R34 billion capital works programme to augment our infrastructure
and increase their supply capacity, Rand Water has recently completed an augmentation of the
capacity of its Zuikerbosch Water Treatment Plant, adding 150 million litres per day (ML/d), at a
cost of R3.4 billion. This additional capacity was launched by the Minister of Water and Sanitation
in August 2023. This additional capacity is now operational, and Rand Water further plans to add
another 450ML/d in the next 24 months.

Rand Water is however not surprised that these facts and initiatives have been deliberately

ignored by the DA in Gauteng given that Mr. Msimanga did inform the Rand Water Management
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that he plans to run a political campaign on water issues leading up to the elections next year.
This campaign plan was shared with the Rand Water team during Mr. Msimanga'’s visit to Rand
Water in April 2022. It is rather unfortunate that he would have chosen such an important

commodity for political expedience in the name of seeking glory at the next election polls.

Rand Water is able and has the capacity to supply water to its municipal customers. However, it
should be noted that during this time of the year, water demand outstrips supply capacity. Since
the beginning of spring, Rand Water's bulk water provision to municipalities has increased from
an average of 4 300 million litres of water a day to 4 800 million litres of water a day. It is evident
that the challenge is not lack of capacity to supply water, but rather high consumption because of
this hot period. This year's elevated consumption is anticipated to compound, attributed to South

Africa's ongoing encounter with the El Nifio phenomenon. .

It is also worth noting that non-revenue water (leaks in the network) remains a huge concern in
the municipal distribution network. The Department of Water and Sanitation has recently issue a
report which state that non-revenue water in the municipal space is 42,4%. Although municipal
efforts are commendable in curbing this high non-revenue water, the Department that has been
menitoring the water losses within the system since 2010, has noted that the actual demand is
more than the projected system supply, meaning that the Water Conservation and Demand
Management measured are not sufficiently implemented to reduce the water demand in

municipalities.

South Africa is a semi-arid country, instead of politicking, the DA in Gauteng should be assisting
Rand Water and its municipalities to urge all consumers to use water sparingly during this £/ Nino
state currently being experienced in the country. Selectively apportioning the blame at Rand
Water doorsteps and its Chief Executive is not helpful in mebilizing those that have water to use

it sparingly so that it reaches highly lying areas experiencing sporadic water supply.
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For Media enquiries please contact the following officials:
= Justice Mohale (Media Relations Manager) at 083 417 6999 jmohale@randwater.co.za

= Makenosi Maroo (Spokesperson) at 072 545 5041 mmaroo@randwater.co.za
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